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Project Updates
Thanks to the support of our generous donors the Ottawa County Parks Foundation 
enjoyed a successful 2019. The Foundation has found great success helping with 
new property acquisition and improvements to current parks. Here are some 
examples of what your support has made possible: 

• Funding for the multi-year Grand River Greenway Campaign led to 
construction on two segments of the Idema Explorers Trail. One segment, 
along Cottonwood Drive in Jenison, connects neighborhoods to the 
Jenison business district. The second provides 
a safe connection from the Allendale campus 
of Grand Valley State University to Grand 
Ravines.

• Designated $3,000 of project funds to be used 
for trail and kiosk signage at the new Stearns 
Creek Park. 

• Hosted Art in the Parks at the Nature Center 
in collaboration with the Lakeshore Visual 
Arts Collective, Veterans of the Ottawa County 
Poor Farm history talk, Breakfast at the Park at 
Grand Ravines, and Fall into Nature for families 
at the Nature Center.

Partnerships grow benefit for parks, 
business, and community
Martin Harris has something extra to look forward to when 
he bikes the Idema Explorers Trail this spring. Harris was 
part of a team of Herman Miller employees who planted 
over 2,500 wildflowers and native grasses to create a 
Monarch Waystation at the M-231 trailhead last fall. Come 
spring, the blooms and butterflies should be colorful.
The plantings were part of a partnership between the 
Ottawa County Parks Foundation and Herman Miller 
Cares, who support of a section of the Idema Explorers 
Trail along the Grand River Greenway. 
Harris, an avid biker, skier and parks user, was delighted 
to help. “We’re excited to be able to go back in the spring 
and see what we helped create flourish,” he said.
The plantings create critical habitat for migrating 
butterflies, and Herman Miller Cares support will help construct a two-mile section 
of trail along Green Street and 128th Avenue in Robinson Township.
Corporate partnerships are a great opportunity for employees of companies to 
get involved in the local community and partnerships’ benefits extend beyond 
donations. it can help with employee retention for employees looking for 
community-focused employers. Plus, when you volunteer for something, you buy 
into it. Employees and families who get involved with parks are more likely to use 
them, getting physical and mental health benefits.  

Story continues on next page >>
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The Ottawa County Parks Nature Center, 
located at Hemlock Crossing County Park 
in West Olive turns 10 in April! Join us to 
celebrate on Saturday, April 25.

Native Gardening Presentation 
10 am-12 pm - $5/person

Nature Center Scavenger Hunt  
12-4 pm - free

Join us anytime for a self-guided, family-
friendly scavenger hunt. At 1 pm, we’ll  
enjoy birthday cake.

What to do at Hemlock Crossing:

• Walk the accessible path near the 
restored prairie

• Launch a kayak in the Pigeon River 
• Visit the Nature Center or join us for 

a program! Program calendar:  
miOttawa.org/OCPEvents

• Hike along the Pigeon River to  
Pine Bend Park (~3 miles)  
Insider tip: Plan your hike on one 
of the following days to visit the 
historic Weaver House at Pine 
Bend during an open house: May 
17, June 21, July 19, August 16 • 
1-4 pm. Open houses hosted by 
Friends of Ottawa County Parks. 

Board Member Brad Ensing leading a 
hike at Hemlock Crossing during the Fall 
into Nature event

Martin Harris and Herman 
Miller colleagues planting  
at the M-231 Trailhead

With your continued support, the Ottawa County Parks Foundation will be able 
to use private funds to leverage Ottawa County Parks millage dollars for public 
benefit. Stearns Creek & the Idema Explorers Trail are shining examples of the 
power of partnership between the public and private sector. Non-designated 
donations are crucial so we have the ability to support unexpected acquisitions.



Parks Foundation welcomes 
two new Board Members!
Dr. Barbara W. Brown is a retired University 
of Missouri College of Optometry and private 
practice optometrist. Barb is a monthly donor to the 
Foundation and a member of the Stewardship Circle. 
She has also been an active volunteer on several 
Foundation committees. 
Barb moved to the Grand Haven township area from 
Missouri after retiring in order to live in an area that 
values and provides space for outdoor activities. 
She began trail and off-road biking in MO after she 
retired. One of her requirements was to find a house 
near or on a bike (multi-use) path. She found exactly what she was looking for near 
what has become her favorite park to walk, Rosy Mound Natural Area. Her two other 
favorite parks to hike when friends come to visit are Grand Ravines and Hemlock 
Crossing/Pine Bend.
As a summer challenge last year, she did a 40-mile bike ride in four hours. This year’s 
goal is to top 75 miles in six hours.

Anita Yoder is the owner of Designs on the Grand, 
a web design and internet marketing company. 
One of Anita’s passions when traveling around 
the country is exploring parks. Because of these 
experiences, her personal love of parks and desire 
to protect and promote natural spaces, she has 
been volunteering on the Ottawa County Parks 
Foundation communications committee. 
As a transplant to Ottawa County and Michigan, 
one of Anita’s favorite things about living here is the abundance of parks and the 
recreational opportunities they provide. Anita enjoys trail running and last year she 
trained for the Double Dipsea (50th year) trail race in Stinson Beach, CA, by running 
loops in Rosy Mound Natural Area and North Ottawa Dunes. Anita’s favorite parks 
to run and hike are North Ottawa Dunes, Rosy Mound, and Hemlock Crossing.

Partnerships grow benefit for parks, business, and community
Continued from page one

Harris, a Product Development Engineer and a Co-lead of Herman Miller’s 
Sustainability Resource Team, is one of those people. He hasn’t quite yet 
visited every county park, but he’s working on it.  
When Harris moved to Holland in 2016, he appreciated the quality of 
Ottawa County Parks. “It’s quite astounding, the amount of diversity 
we have in the parks, and how well thought out and planned the parks 
are. The amount of natural spaces that have been preserved is quite 
impressive.”
As a person who uses the parks “all the time,” Harris was glad to get fellow 
employees involved. 

“There’s really no convincing we have to do. It fits perfectly in line with 
Herman Miller corporate values and the values of just about everybody 
I talk to. It’s something we’re fortunate to be part of,” he said. “I’ve spent 
quite a bit of time in the county parks, and it’s never been enough.” 

Martin and his wife Abby were married at North Beach Park

Tunnel Park sunset provided by Martin Harris

PARKS
Park supporters who include the 
Parks Foundation in their planned 
and estate giving are members of 
the “Parks for Life”. 
Parks for Life gifts can include wills 
and bequests, appreciated stock, 
bond and mutual funds, charitable 
trusts, retirement accounts and life 
insurance. 

“Parks for Life” members are ensuring 
that future generations will be able 
to enjoy our wonderful parks! 

for Life

Did you know you can set up a recurring donation to the Ottawa County Parks 
Foundation? Check it out: ottawacountyparksfoundation.org/donate
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