Ottawa County Parks Scavenger Hunt Official Rules

The Ottawa County Parks Scavenger Hunt is a public recreational event designed to encourage safe
exploration and enjoyment of Ottawa County Parks. By registering and/or participating, each participant
agrees to be bound by these Official Rules and the decisions of Ottawa County Parks and the Ottawa County
Parks Foundation (“Event Organizers”), which shall be final and binding.

1. Eligibility

2.

3.

4.

a. Participation is open to any individual who:
i. Completes the official registration process via the designated online portal.
1. https://ottawacountyparksfoundation.org/2026-parks-challenge/
ii. Signs the required liability waiver and agreement to these Official Rules.
iii. Provides a valid email address and phone number.
b. Unregistered individuals are ineligible to claim any prize even if they locate the token.
c. The following are ineligible to participate or assist others in participation:
i. Ottawa County Parks employees, including those who have been employees within the
last 6 months.
ii. Ottawa County Parks Foundation employees.
iii. Members of either organization’s boards.
iv. Immediate family members (defined as spouse, parent, child, sibling, or any person
residing in the same household) of the above.

Assumption of Risk & Indemnification
By participating, each participant:

a. Acknowledges that park exploration may involve natural hazards, uneven terrain, wildlife
encounters, weather conditions, and other risks, and voluntarily assumes all such risks.

b. Agrees to release, defend, indemnify, and hold harmless Ottawa County Parks, the Ottawa
County Parks Foundation, their officers, directors, employees, agents, and volunteers from and
against any and all claims, liabilities, losses, damages, costs, and expenses (including reasonable
attorney fees) arising from or related to participation in the Scavenger Hunt, including but not
limited to personal injury, death, or property damage, whether caused by negligence or
otherwise, to the fullest extent permitted by law.

The Token
a. The token will be a physical object, pictured in the first official clue, so all participants can
identify it.

b. The token will not be:
i. Entirely buried underground.
ii. Located inside a reservable area or within 10 yards of a reservable area or building.
iii. Placed outside an Ottawa County Park.
iv. Placed more 4 ft above ground level.
v. Placed in any body of water.
vi. Located in any closed park area or designated open space.
c. Digging, prying open doors/windows, or damaging park property is strictly prohibited.

Search Boundaries

a. Participants must remain on or within any trail or designated use area boundary while
searching.



Searching in restricted or closed areas is prohibited.
The token will only be hidden in Ottawa County Parks property that is open to the public at the
time of the hunt.

5. Clues
a. Clues will be released on the schedule announced on the official Ottawa County Parks Facebook
and Instagram Pages and/or other designated communication channels. Other organizations
may also share these clues on their channels.
b. Clues may require interpretation; Event Organizers are not responsible for misinterpretation.

6. Claiming the Prize
a. Upon locating the token, the finder must bring the physical token to the Nature Center at
Hemlock Crossing, located at 8115 West Olive Road, West Olive, M1 49460, during normal
business hours, as listed on the website.
b. To claim the prize, the finder must:
i. Present the token to Ottawa County Parks staff.
ii. Verify their identity against the official registration list.
c. Ifthe finderis not a registered participant, the token will be returned to Event Organizers,
rehidden, and the hunt will continue until a registered participant finds it.

7. Prizes
a. There will be a total of 4 rounds corresponding with he seasons.
b. The prize will be a value of $250 and paid to the winner by the Ottawa County Parks
Foundation.
c. Prizes are non-transferable.

8. Vehicle Access
a. All regular park entry and vehicle pass requirements remain in effect, including Lakeshore Parks
entry fees.
b. Vehicle passes must be obtained before entering any fee-based park.

9. Conduct & No Discrimination

a. All participants must act in a safe, respectful, and lawful manner at all times.

b. Prohibited Conduct: Destruction of property, unsafe behavior, interference with other
participants, or violation of park rules or laws will result in immediate disqualification.

c. No Discrimination Clause: Event Organizers strictly prohibit, and will not tolerate,
discrimination, harassment, or abusive behavior based on race, color, religion, sex, gender
identity or expression, sexual orientation, age, national origin, disability, or any other status
protected by applicable law. Violation of this policy will result in immediate removal from the
event and potential referral to law enforcement.

d. The Token will be hidden only in ADA Accessible locations and applicable heights to ensure
people of all abilities can participate.

e. Participants must follow all County Park Ordinances, as well as State and Federal law at all
times.

10. Rule Changes and Event Cancellation
Event Organizers reserve the right to:
a. Modify these rules at any time for safety or operational reasons.



b. Cancel, suspend, or reschedule the event due to weather, safety concerns, or other
circumstances beyond their control.

11. Governing Law
These Official Rules shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of
Michigan. Any disputes arising from participation shall be subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the
County, State, or Federal courts located within Ottawa County, Michigan.



