
Bald Eagles
Beyond the Symbol

Haliaeetus leucocephalus

Ottawa County Parks

Wildlife Encounters



*Ȱ"ÁÌÄȱȩ

*Ȱ%ÁÇÌÅȱȡ  from ancient word 

ȰÁÑÕÉÌÁȱ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ ȰÄÁÒË ÂÉÒÄȱ

*Haliaeetus leucocephalus

*Latin:

Bald Eagle:  7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÉÎ Á .ÁÍÅȩ

HELLO!  
-Ù ÎÁÍÅ ÉÓȣ

*hali - sea

*aeetus = eagle

*leuco = white

*cephalis ɀ head

Ȱ7ÈÉÔÅ-ÈÅÁÄÅÄ 3ÅÁ %ÁÇÌÅȱ



Our National Symbol

*1782 ɀ Act of Congress

*1784 ɀ Benjamin Franklin

*Against the Bald Eagle?

*For the Wild Turkey?

,ÅÔȭÓ ÓÅÅȣ



"ÅÎ &ÒÁÎËÌÉÎȭÓ ,ÅÔÔÅÒ

To his daughter, January 1784:
ñFor my own part I wish the Bald Eagle had not been chosen as the Representative of our Country. He is a Bird of bad 

moral Character. He does not get his Living honestly. You may have seen him perchôd on some dead Tree near the River, 

where, too lazy to fish for himself, he watches the Labour of the Fishing Hawk; and when that diligent Bird has at length 

taken a Fish, and is bearing it to his Nest for the Support of his Mate and young Ones, the Bald Eagle pursues him and 

takes it from him. With all this Injustice, he is never in good Case but like those among Men who live by Sharping and 

Robbing he is generally poor and often very lousy. Besides he is a rank Coward: The little King Bird not bigger than a 

Sparrow attacks him boldly and drives him out of the District. He is therefore by no means a proper Emblem for the brave 

and honest Cincinnati of America who have driven all the King birds from our Country...

ñI am on this account not displeasôd that the Figure is not known as a Bald Eagle, but looks more like a Turkey. For in 

Truth the Turkey is in Comparison a much more respectable Bird, and withal a true original Native of America. Eagles 

have been found in all Countries, but the Turkey was peculiar to ours... 

éHe is besides, thoô a little vain and silly, a Bird of Courage, and would not hesitate to attack a Grenadier of the British 

Guards who should presume to invade his Farm Yard with a red Coat on.ò

https://www.birdsoutsidemywindow.org/2021/08/02/who-is-the-king-of-birds/
https://www.birdsoutsidemywindow.org/2021/08/02/who-is-the-king-of-birds/


Range & Habitat

*Habitat:  Lakes & Rivers

*Range Map:  Seasons



Identification ɀ 1st Year
ÅBrown Wings & Body
ÅBlack Beak
ÅWhite Mottling under wing & tail
ÅSolid Brown Breast & Belly



What About Golden Eagles?

Adult Golden Eagle

http://www.mackinacraptorwatch.org/

http://www.mackinacraptorwatch.org/ 

http://www.mackinacraptorwatch.org/
http://www.mackinacraptorwatch.org/


©Chuck Abbe - http://www.flickr.com/photos/chuckthephotographer/2391751046/

Identification ɀ vs. Golden Eagle

1st Year Bald Eagle

Juvenile Golden Eagle
Adult Golden Eagle

Å Solid Brown
Å Golden Head
Å Buffy Under-tail
Å Dihedral Flight

Å Defined White 
Wing Patches

Å Black Tail Tip
Å White Tail Base
Å Golden Head
Å Dihedral Flight

http://www.flickr.com/photos/chuckthephotographer/2391751046/


Identification ɀ 2nd - 3rd Year

ÅWhite belly
Å"ÒÏ×Î ȰÂÉÂȱ
ÅWhite Supercillium
ÅYellowing Beak
ÅȰ-ÅÓÓÙȱ ÕÎÄÅÒ×ÉÎÇÓ 

and tail



Identification ɀ 4th Year

ÅNearly Adult-like
ÅDirty head
ÅDirty Tail with Dark Tip
ÅLimited Mottling



Identification ɀ 5th Year - Adult

Adult



How Big are they?

Υȭ 4ÁÌÌ



Cackle, cackle, squeak!

What do they sound like?

*Bald Eagle Sound?

*NO!

*Red-tailed Hawk!

*ACTUAL Bald Eagle Sound!

Keeeeeer!

https://www.audubon.org/sites/default/files/RETAHA_2.typicalcallsnum2_MBle.mp3?uuid=56ddb73d9851f
https://www.audubon.org/sites/default/files/RETAHA_2.typicalcallsnum2_MBle.mp3?uuid=56ddb73d9851f
https://www.audubon.org/sites/default/files/BALEAG_1.alarmcallsofperchedadult_KYle.mp3?uuid=56ddc1c6e3a14
https://www.audubon.org/sites/default/files/BALEAG_1.alarmcallsofperchedadult_KYle.mp3?uuid=56ddc1c6e3a14


*Fish

*Waterfowl

*Carrion

*Video

Diet & Hunting

https://youtu.be/hecXupPpE9o
https://youtu.be/hecXupPpE9o


Diet & Hunting



Courtship & Mating

*Monogamous

*Aerial Displays

https://youtu.be/eAwcoFoAk_k
https://youtu.be/eAwcoFoAk_k


Nesting

© Jeffrey Foltice

*Nests
*Both build

*Ψȭ ÁÃÒÏÓÓȟ ÄÅÅÐ ÂÏ×Ì

*Add to it each year

*Eggs & Incubation
* 1-4 Eggs, 

asynchronous

* 35 days - mainly by 
female

*Hatching
*Semi-altricial

*Only 60 grams! 
(skittles package)

*Can grow at a rate of 
180g/day!

DC Eagle Cam (Live)
© 2016 American Eagle 
Foundation,EAGLES.ORG

http://www.dceaglecam.org/
http://www.eagles.org/


Nesting

*Nestling Care

*Keeping the Nest Clean

Pennsylvania Game Commission Hal Korber
Pennsylvania Game Commission Hal Korber

https://youtu.be/AwzBELzbazY
https://youtu.be/AwzBELzbazY
https://pagamecommission.wordpress.com/2015/07/02/pennsylvania-reports-record-number-of-bald-eagle-nests/


Fledging

Photos Courtesy Lee Koets & Ray Statema

Survival
Å If fledges, 70-90% survival rate.
ÅAfter first year, 84-90%
ÅLive ~15-20 years 

Å 28 = oldest in wild, 47 in captivity



Grand Ravines Bald Eagle Nest

March, 2009 ɀ February, 2014

March 2014

Photos Courtesy Lee Koets & Ray Statema



Grand Ravines Nest

Spring 2014 - Grand River Open Space

Photos Courtesy Lee Koets & Ray Statema



Grand Ravines Bald Eagle Nest

December 2014, 
Grand Ravines

Grand Ravines - July 2015
Photos Courtesy Lee Koets & Ray Statema


